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QUARTERLY UPDATE FROM

THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION

“It shall be the duty of the Committee on Publication to correct in a Christian manner impositions on the

public in regard to Christian Science, injustices done Mrs. Eddy or members of this Church by the daily

press, by periodicals or circulated literature of any sort.” Church Manual, Article XXXIII, Section 2

A Message from the Manager:

The last year or two has required Committees on Publication and members worldwide to express a quality

modeled and considered essential by the first Committee on Publication Alfred Farlow, appointed and

overseen by Mary Baker Eddy: indefatigable, tireless.

I’ve asked myself how do we express that quality of being indefatigable and where does a true sense of rest

and refreshment come from? The answer that came to me in prayer was: at home. Mrs. Eddy’s poem

“Mother’s Evening Prayer” concludes, “And mother finds her home and heav'nly rest” (Christian Science

Hymnal 207:5). We find our heavenly rest at home in the Truth, in working for God. Mrs. Eddy writes in

Science and Health, “God rests in action … The highest and sweetest rest, even from a human standpoint, is

in holy work” (SH 519:28).

We are at home in “the land of Christian Science, where fetters fall and the rights of man are fully known

and acknowledged” (SH 226:29). This truly is where we already are — right now — when we are conscious of

living in the kingdom of heaven, living under God’s law.

Mrs. Eddy also told her household, as recorded by Irving Tomlinson in 12 Years with Mary Baker Eddy,

“Home is not a place but a power.” Our home is our consciousness, “the consciousness of good,” as a hymn

says (Christian Science Hymnal 497:1) — filled with divine Life, Truth, and Love. So there isn’t room for

anything unlike God.

In obedience to Article XXXIII of the Church Manual, which provides for the Committee on Publication, we

are at home when we “correct in a Christian manner impositions on the public in regard to Christian

Science.” Then we are seeing others as Christ Jesus sees them — expressing the Christian manner in our

thought and our conversation. In his letter to the Philippians, Paul tells us, “Only let your conversation be as

it becometh the gospel of Christ: … that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the

faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27) — a truly beautiful way of describing the Committee work. When we’re at

home in our Christianity, others are there too. We’re at home with others because as Mrs. Eddy writes in

Retrospection and Introspection, “The spiritually minded meet on the stairs which lead up to spiritual love”

(Ret. 76:14–15).

And we are “one in the larger thought of God” as Hymn 218 says. This oneness in God is so large, anything

that tries to divide us is miniscule or insignificant. So even polarizing world issues are no match for being at

home in the First Commandment, in the one divine consciousness. And our thought about this makes a

difference when we give the world what it needs: pouring in Christ-like qualities of purity, love and peace

through our own lives.
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I love what Mrs. Eddy wrote to Sarah Pike Conger in a letter dated June 19, 1899 (L09957): “My beloved

sister … Yes, dear one, begin at home as you said[:] labor for your own sanctification, spirituality, health,

holiness. I find that in proportion as I do this for myself the whole world feels it.”

Warm regards,

Kevin E. Ness, C.S.B.

Manager, Committees on Publication

Fruitage

An article ran in the Oneonta Daily Star (NY) which included many “injustices done Mrs. Eddy,” specifically

around the searching years of her life that led to the discovery of Christian Science. The article distorted the

facts, leaving the impression of an un-Christian woman who was “enthralled with mind-power.”

The Committee on Publication for New York took up the impositions in prayer, sharing the idea, “I've loved

the thought from Science and Health, ‘Working and praying with true motives, your Father will open the

way.’ I also think often about how Jesus said in John 14:10, ‘The words that I speak unto you, I speak not of

myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.’" What follows is an excerpt from his

corrective article, God’s love leads through the wilderness, published in the newspaper’s religion column.

Surely there isn’t one of us that hasn’t faced some kind of “wilderness experience.” In many ways, the

last couple years have felt like a collective wilderness experience, as the whole world has navigated

disruptions to daily routines and livelihoods, and mourned over apparent losses and divisions….

…The founder of my church, Mary Baker Eddy, learned of God’s present care at the height of her own

wilderness experience. Forty five years of suffering from chronic poor health and a series of

devastating family losses culminated in an accident that left her bedridden with little hope of

recovery. Through all this she was seeking God through the Bible and seeking healing through many

of the varied methods of her day without success. In those darkest moments she opened her Bible to

an account of Jesus healing a man, and rose up, healed. She writes in her autobiography of the

moments that preceded the healing — how the world was dark and “no longer spanned with its

rainbow of promise.” Then she goes on, “Thus it was when the moment arrived of the heart's bridal

to more spiritual existence...The character of the Christ was illuminated by the midnight torches of

Spirit. My heart knew its Redeemer” (Retrospection and Introspection, p. 23).

Finding assurance in the reality of God’s ever-present care, the living Word or Christ which lifts out

of darkness, doubt, and fear and into the light of divine love, is at the heart of the book Eddy wrote in

the decades following her healing experience, Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures — also

known as the Christian Science textbook....

...As we all walk forward together in this seemingly precarious world of unknowns, my prayer is that

all who seek comfort may find it in these words from Isaiah: “I will make a way in the wilderness,

and streams in the desert” (Isa. 43:19). I see this as a promise to each of us, that no matter how

trying our circumstances may be, God’s loving hand is always there to lead us forward.

https://www.thedailystar.com/opinion/columns/religion-column-god-s-love-leads-through-the-wilderness/article_18dae024-8e63-5b9f-a15e-37ac14519e8e.html
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Inspiration and updates from your Committee on Publication:

Mary Baker Eddy writes, “Millions of unprejudiced minds — simple seekers for Truth, weary wanderers,

athirst in the desert — are waiting and watching for rest and drink. Give them a cup of cold water in Christ's

name, and never fear the consequences. ... Those ready for the blessing you impart will give thanks.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 570:14–18, 23–24)

The Mother Church, branch churches, reading rooms, and practitioners have been receiving calls and emails

from people who want to know more about the practice of Christian Science.  This is a wonderful

opportunity to share one’s personal experience with healing and spiritual growth based on your study of

Christian Science.  Some of these inquisitors are also attending services, and there are even examples of

others who have already become local members.  What a wonderful time to expect and embrace divine good

in your community.  Always feel free to contact the Texas Committee if you have questions or want to

discuss ideas on how best to embrace these sincere seekers for Truth.

Sincerely,

George

George M. Nutwell III

Christian Science Committee on Publication for Texas

P.O. Box 2774

Cypress, TX 77410

281-386-4546


