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QUARTERLY UPDATE FROM

THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION

“It shall be the duty of the Committee on Publication to correct in a Christian manner impositions on the

public in regard to Christian Science, injustices done Mrs. Eddy or members of this Church by the daily

press, by periodicals or circulated literature of any sort.” Church Manual, Article XXXIII, Section 2

A Message from the Manager:

Dear fellow church members –

Recently I was inspired by a published account about a Christian Science military chaplain being called to

give a sermon to service members during WWI. The chaplains who spoke before him were advising soldiers

to make their peace with God — to prepare for death — and were listing the terrible things that could happen

to them as they went to the battlefield. “This was not very comforting to homesick boys,” the Christian

Science chaplain said. But the chaplain said he preached “the reverse of what they had heard, cheering them

to hope in God, who would prove their salvation in proportion to their faith in Him.” He spoke about how all

people with a sublime trust in God flow naturally to the top of the mountain, just as Noah, Abraham, and

Moses did as they went up the mountain, literally and figuratively. And in the same way, each soldier could

go up safely over sea or land — and come back, like David did after God enabled his victory over Goliath.

I would love to have been in the audience of that sermon that lifted thought out of the trenches and up to the

mountaintop!

That same mountaintop thinking is what we need in the Committee work to rise above any imposition, any

lie, to correct them by trusting divine Mind to lift all thought to the spiritual altitude of Mind itself. We are

grateful for each opportunity in this work to go to the mountaintop in prayer and witness divine Mind

meeting the human need.

Best regards,

Kevin Ness, C.S.B.

Manager, Committees on Publication

Fruitage

A multicultural group in the Midwest of the United States that sponsors a series of interfaith conversations

invited a Christian Science branch church in the area to offer a talk on Christian Science as part of this

series. The branch asked the local Committee on Publication to consider the invitation, which the

Committee felt led to accept. The Committee prayed with the words of Psalm 19:14, "Let the words of my

mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer,"

and the words of God to Moses in Exodus 4:12, "Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach

thee what thou shalt say," knowing both the speaker and the listeners were fellow ideas of God hearing the

message of the Christ.
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The talk, about twenty minutes long, included the following:

Since the first publication of Science and Health in 1875, readers have testified that the book

has given them a deeper understanding of God and His law of love that is a present help even

today, and which heals disease. Many of these healings are published in the church’s

magazines, The Christian Science Journal, Christian Science Sentinel and The Herald of

Christian Science (published in 14 languages). The more than 80,000 testimonies include

healings of cancer, tuberculosis, effects of accidents, heart trouble, mental illness, and

virtually every form of disease; some of these healings have been medically verified. They also

tell of a wide variety of experiences such as protection on the battlefield; facing and

overcoming unemployment, prejudice and poverty through an understanding of God’s

all-inclusive love; and even testimonies by children and students showing how their faith in

God helped them during tough times in school.

I thought you might like to hear one of my healings through prayer as taught in Christian

Science. When I was a junior in high school, I played clarinet in a jazz ensemble. One night

we were playing at the local Veterans of Foreign Wars, and during the performance, I became

very ill. At a break, I decided to find a quiet place and sat down.  I thought about the Lord’s

Prayer, a prayer you may know as the “Our Father” prayer. I sat there and quietly prayed that

prayer very slowly to myself, thinking about what those words must have meant to Jesus and

what they mean to me. In Science and Health, Mary Baker Eddy states that this prayer

“covers all human needs” (p. 16) so I felt confident that I was doing something that would

help me. In a short while, I felt a comforting feeling come over me and by the time I was done

praying, I was well. The break was over, and I played with the ensemble the rest of the night

with no discomfort at all. That’s what we refer to in Christian Science as a Christian Science

healing.

Christian Science teaches that God’s love is available to any seeker for Truth to comfort, bless

and heal them. The daily study of the Bible and Science and Health with Key to the

Scriptures increases the individual’s responsiveness to the healing benefits of Christian

Science every day – at any time. When one is facing a frightening situation in the middle of

the night, for instance, help is right at hand – God’s love is never separated from anyone.

Following the event, the Committee reported that it had been a wonderful experience. After speaking and

responding to questions, the Committee stayed and enjoyed greeting each participant, and later shared, “it

was just a lovely evening.”

Inspiration and updates from your Committee on Publication:

I would like to share one of my favorite quotes from the first Manager of the Committee on Publication,
Alfred Farlow, who was appointed by Mary Baker Eddy.  This statement is a wonderful reference for dealing
with any imposition from inside or outside of the Christian Science movement.  It also points to how we do
this corrective work in a “Christian manner.”
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“I have often sacrificed a good point because I felt it would punish the critic too severely.  It was my desire
that what I had written should convert him as well as the rest of my readers, for I had learned that ignorance
was at the bottom of every wrong; that even when a man committed an error intentionally, he did so
because he ignorantly entertained a belief that there was something to be gained by the wrong or that he
was justified in it, and hence we can always say, ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’”

Alfred Farlow, (taken from instructions to Committee on Publication for Kentucky, L.H. Jones)

Sincerely,

George

George M. Nutwell III
Christian Science Committee on Publication for Texas
P.O. Box 2774
Cypress, TX 77410
texas@compub.org
281-386-4546
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