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QUARTERLY UPDATE FROM

THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION

“It shall be the duty of the Committee on Publication to correct in a Christian manner impositions on the

public in regard to Christian Science, injustices done Mrs. Eddy or members of this Church by the daily

press, by periodicals or circulated literature of any sort.” Church Manual, Article XXXIII, Section 2

A Message from the Manager:

Article XXXIII of the Church Manual, which outlines the Committee on Publication purpose, calls upon

each of us — as members of The Mother Church and its branches — to offer humanity the opportunity to feel

the presence of the Comforter by sharing a clear and accurate understanding of Christian Science, Mary

Baker Eddy, and our healing practice. We regularly hear from church members that these opportunities

present themselves when serving as readers, ushers, reading room librarians, and on lecture committees, as

well as when interacting with family, friends, neighbors, and colleagues.

As Committees on Publication, and for all who support the Committee’s Manual-based purpose, the

question often presents itself, “what makes each of us worthy to answer this calling?” The words of our

Leader provide reassurance and direction:

Beloved brethren, to-day I extend my heart-and-hand-fellowship to the faithful, to those whose

hearts have been beating through the mental avenues of mankind for God and humanity; and rest

assured you can never lack God's outstretched arm so long as you are in His service. (Message to The

Mother Church for 1901 1:1–6)

When our hearts are naturally aflame with Christ Jesus’ two great commandments — love for God and love

for the man and woman of God’s creating — God supplies all we need every moment. And because this work

“to correct in a Christian manner impositions on the public in regard to Christian Science…” is by God and

for God, our fitness, our sufficiency, and our worth are from Him. As Paul describes in his second letter to

the Corinthians, “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our

sufficiency is of God; Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the

spirit…” (II Cor. 3:5, 6 (to ;)).

God’s ideas are already complete, and therefore they come with everything they need to be successful,

including worth, ability, opportunity, protection, safety, and joy. As God’s beloved image and likeness, we

are each worthy already because all of these needed aspects are given to us by God, as His reflection, and are

revealed to us by the Christ. I once heard someone say that we don’t do things to prove our worth, we do

them because of our worth. But we do need to realize it and accept it!

Alfred Farlow, who served as the first Committee on Publication under Mary Baker Eddy’s direction,

addressed this as well:

At first glance, one is daunted. Who could ever qualify? Yet, in the midst of these demands ring

Christ Jesus' words, “I can of mine own self do nothing” (John 5:30) and Paul's message, “I can do

all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13).(Setting the Course p. 7)

Warm regards,

Kevin Ness, C.S.B.

Manager, Committees on Publication



TEXAS JAN/FEB  2023

Fruitage

Committees on Publication often receive questions about the term “Science” in Christian Science, such as,

“Why is ‘science’ in the name of your religion?” and “What does science have to do with religion in general,

and Christianity in particular?” As Committees on Publication have devoted study and prayer to these

questions, following are excerpts from responses they’ve provided:

Christian Science church founder Mary Baker Eddy thought deeply about the relationship between

Christianity and science at a time when the foundations of modern science were still being laid. Her

conclusions were untraditional in some respects. For her the term “Science,” when capitalized, did

not involve study of the physical world, but was focused on the study and application of divine and

dependable laws governing creation as a whole, showing God’s order as practical and accessible, the

divine Principle underlying reality. She saw Jesus' healing works as evidence of the laws of God. He

healed people with diseases and disabilities through purely spiritual means, and Eddy found through

her own healing practice that healings are demonstrations or proofs of divine law overruling what

are humanly perceived as material laws.

When Christian Scientists speak of Science with a capital “S” they are talking about something

inseparable from their Christian faith. When they speak about science with a lower case “s,” they are

talking about fields of endeavor that can be intellectually enriching and that can lead to valuable

enhancements to human experience….

******

We are Christian because our faith is centered around the life and teachings of Jesus Christ found in

the Bible. We consider ourselves his disciples who seek to emulate his works and ethics. For us, the

term ‘Science’ has less to do with a study of the physical world and more to do with the study and

application of a systematized understanding of laws governing the universe, which we understand to

be fundamentally spiritual. Many people don’t think of Christianity as belonging to the realm of

science, but Christian Scientists see Jesus’ healing ministry — saving people from sin, sickness, and

death — as having laws and principles behind it which makes it a science. Christian healing can then

be demonstrated by anyone who understands it.

Jesus’ works often countered physical science, as when he walked on the waves, healed people who

were born with maladies, or fed the multitudes with a few loaves and fishes.  Many Christians

considered what he did to be supernatural, meaning he set aside science when performing miracles.

The scientific community often concludes that a knowledge of the physical world shows Jesus’ works

to have been impossible. Christian Scientists take a different view of both; we believe that Jesus had

the greatest grasp on true science and was proving the highest laws of God and the universe that

overcame material limitations...
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Inspiration and updates from your Committee on Publication:

Dear Friends,

Mary Baker Eddy had a revolutionary way of responding to subtle or sometimes aggressive impositions from

the public on her and her church.  This has helped me see that each of us have the opportunity to pray

together to gain that same spiritual approach that overcomes and heals.

“Be patient towards persecution. Injustice has not a tithe of the power of justice. Your enemies will advertise

for you. Christian Science is spreading steadily throughout the world. Persecution is the weakness of tyrants

engendered by their fear, and love will cast it out. Continue steadfast in love and good works. Children of

light, you are not children of darkness. Let your light shine. Keep in mind the foundations of Christian

Science — one God and one Christ. Keep personality out of sight, and Christ's ‘Blessed are ye’ will seal your

apostleship.”

The First Church of Christ, Scientist, and Miscellany, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 191:4


